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Dogwood Tree,” which was 
selected for the Columbia Hall of 
Fame. In 1955 they were offered 
a contract with WSM, in Nashville 
and became regulars on the Grand 
Ole Opry. 

COOPER, Wilma Lee Leary, a 

native of Valley Head, was the 
wife of Stoney Cooper (see). The 
pair was voted the most authentic 
mountain singing group in 
America in 1950 by Harvard 
University. For records see Stoney 
Cooper. Mrs. Cooper wrote the 
following songs: “Cheated Too,” 
“Heartbreak Street.” “He Taught 
Them How,” “I Tell My Heart,” 
“Loving You,” “My Heart 
Keeps Crying, ’ ’ Tomorrow I’ll 
Be Gone,” and was co-writer of 
“Big Midnight Special.” 

COR DA, Don. “West Virginia 
Centennial Song," sheet music. 

CORNETT, E w e 1 , 
Producer-Director of the west 
Virginia Historical 

■ ___ iH 


Year. % 

COOPER, Dale. See Co 0t ^ 
Wilma Lee and Stoney. P«r, 

COOPER, Stoney, a fi(J 
was bom in Harmon in I9i§ 7, r > 
began in radio on the WW 6 
Jamboree in Wheeling and ] at A 
appeared on radio in the MidweJ 
and South as well as in Fairmom 
He went to the Grand Ole Opry ; 
1957. After performing f or 
years with his wife. Wilma Lee 
Leary Cooper (see) Harvard 
University voted them the most 
authentic mountain singing groun 
in America in 1950. Their records 
were placed in the Library 0 f 
Music at Harvard. 

Among the songs he recorded 
were: “West Virginia Polka” 
"Thirty Pieces of Silver,” “The 
Golden Rocket,” “The Legend of 
the Dogwood Tree,” “Willie Roy 

n 1 ^-,Boy,” “Just fora 
While, “How it Hurts to Be 
Alone, “Please Help Me If I Am 
r ong, “Each Season Changes 
“I Want to Be Loved,” 
Cheated Too,” “This Crazy 
& „ W ? rld >” “There’s A Big 

Calvw ,. Walking Lord Up 
Me “Come Walk with 

"n. h, e •ramp on the Street.” 
Canadian Reel,” “Big 
*ght Special,” “Rachel’s 
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and their two sous, John and Adam, are about all of 
Captain Young's descendants—of his name—in the 
county, with whose history he was so prominently 
identified for so many years. • 

Colonel Samuel Young, whose memory was recently 
honored by a large outpouring of the citizens.at the 
Sulphur Spring, Sunday, May 3, 1894,—according to 
an appointment made forty years before, that if alive, 
he would meet them there that day—was his second 
son. He was a local preacher, and afterwards an offi¬ 
cer in the Union army. He did not live to meet his 
unique appointment, and among those who assembled 
forty years after, there were eleven who were present 
at the original meeting, which was a preaching service 
in the open air, a large rock serving for a pulpit. 


ADAM CURRY. 

A generation since, one of the best known charac¬ 
ters in West Highland, Virginia, was Captain Adam 
Curry, a Revolutionary veteran. One of his grand¬ 
sons, William Curry, is a well known citizen of Poca¬ 
hontas County. 

Captain Curry was a native of Scotland, and came 
to America, and resided several years near Manasses 
Junction, lie was among the first to enlist in the war 
of the Revolution, ond was chosen captain of his com¬ 
pany, and participated in all the engagements in which 
Virginia troops were engaged that followed Mercer 
and Washington. 

Soon after the war he gathered up the remnants of 



.. “I’ve Been Cheated 
Gui** r ’ ..rH a nioml Joe," “The 
fo<’- Drtrt ” “Not Anymore,” 
#h' |C i’a Lovely Couple,” 
“ Wc Two Seat Three,” “Loving 
“Ro* *‘7Tiis Thing Called Man,” 

Vo . U ' Heart keeps Crying,” “I Tell 
“M' Heart” "He Taught Them 
My *! ..i<j it Right,” “X Marks 
How. " 

tb VoOPER- Wi,ma Ue and 

i-y performers on the Grand 

nZ bpry. we,c natives of 

R,l \VUma Lee," bom Wilma Leigh 
,.. ir v was bom in Valley Head, 
became a resident of Elkins 
,u,„ s he was three years old. At 
of five she began 
performing with her family’s 
Lpup which was known as “The 
Leary Family - Country Style 
Church Singers.” They were 
selected to represent the state of 
West Virginia at the National Folk 
Festival in Washington, D.C. in 
1937 and 1938. She later went to 
Davis and Elkins College, but 
never lost her interest in music. 

Stoney was actually named 
Dale Cooper. He was bom on his 
family’s farm near Harman and 
grew up doing farm chores as well 
as learning to play the five string 
banjo and fiddle. After graduating 
from high school he remained on 
the farm and played for 
country-style hoedowns until 

r • when he was hire d to play 
nddle with Rusty Hiser and the 
, n Valley Boys in Fairmont, 
ggg}« regularly on station 

wt '° ' 9 . 40 Wa™ and Stoney 
TV rf 7®*^ l heir own band, 
1*7 M °untain Clan. In 

b«p n y ®oved to Wheeling and 
VWVA-, ^T**?®* regularly on 

*o uLl tmbonc U S A ^ey 
^ V contact with the 

tv- v _ ord Company that 
fdudm. "«ny hit*. 

NkOwTIJ? Wcat Virginu 

“<1 -Tb. U* nd oTth. 
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selected for the Cm.. W ^ lch was 

is 

native ” f^viuj'y m ,* c ^ e U «V. a 

mountain si„ ein T^ thenbc 
America m l<)fn g wJ rt S p m 
University. For records see sToT d 
Cooper. Mrs. Cooper 

*Hearrh® f T Cheated ^oo*" 
Heartbreak Street ” -n*% 

Them How,” “i TeU M J, Taught 

Loving You” “Mv 
Keeps Crying ’ • -r_ ^ Ueart 

Be Goiu*” Tomorrow ru 

P* ^*°ne, an( j was co-writ^r 
Big Midnight Special.” f 

COR DA, Don “We«t Vi i n ; 
Cente^So^ x^et 7$% 

Producer-Director of the West 
Virginia Historical Drama 
Association, and the composer of 
the musical score for the outdoor 
dramas Honey in the Rock, and 
Hatfields and McCoys, was born 
m Louisville, Kentucky in 1937, 
the son of F.wel Butler Cornett’, 
Sr., and Nettie Lytle (Crawford) 
Cornett. 


He attended the University of 
Kentucky and the University of 
Illinois, where he received his 
Bachelor of Music Degree. He was 
the originator of the Actors 
Theatre of Louisville, Kentucky 
and directed and appeared in 
numerous productions there. He 
appeared in various dramatic 
works in stock theatres and with 
off-Broadway companies around 
the United States. Some of his 
major roles were in plays such as 
Little Marv Sunshine and The 
Three Penny Opera at the 
Pittsburgh Playhouse, and in 
Camelot and The L'nsinkabk 
Mollv Brown on Broadway. 

He came to West Virgin* as 
Managing Director of Money i* 


period. One study at a time, was the rule then. 
People have learned differently since. Cpon his re¬ 
turn from Lewisburg, Mr Young opened a school on 
Stony Creek, in the school house near George Baxters. 
His first grammar scholar was Samuel Waugh, brother 
of the late Rev John Waugh of revered memory. The 
school was taught by on the open or vocal plan, and 
Samuel Waugh did not object to the noise. Captain 
Young seems to have had the monopoly of grammar 
teaching on Stony Creek for many years. 

Having completed his education, so advanced for 
his day, and under so many difficulties, his thoughts 
turned to settling himself in life. He was happily 
married to Miss Ann Smith, and built up a home, on 
Stony Creek, and reared up a highly respectable fami¬ 
ly of sons and daughters. 

He was the captain of the Stony (‘reek Company, 
Justice of the Peace, and was the second Survevor of 
Pocahontas County, successor to Sampson Mathews. 

He was a very quiet, exemplary person in youth, 
but did not unite with any church until somewhat ad¬ 
vanced in life, when he became a member of the 
Methodist church. 

He died of consumption, November 24, 1848, ami 
his grave is in the Duflield grave yard, marked by a 
lettered stone. His widow and most of the children 
went west. Mrs Young was a person of uncommon 
force of character, and was much esteemed for her 
many virtues. She died in her far western home, 8tli 
of May, 1891, aged 90 years. 

Adam Young, one of the sons, married Susan Gay. 


the professors of it. The great usefulness, as well as 
the pleasant ami delightful study and wholesome exer¬ 
cise of which tempted so many to apply themselves 
thereto, that at length in Egypt, as in the Bermudas, 

every rustic could measure his own land. 

* 

On a fly leaf is this, in the handwriting of the young 
student, now in the 20th year of his age: 

William Young, his book. Bought of 
Mr John McNulty, price six shillings. 

Aprile 16th, ISIS, oil Thursday. 

Previously to him the following persons seemed to 
have owned the book: 

Israel Hollowcll, May 0, 1775 
John Goodrich, February 13, 1704 
Joseph Fisherton, January 30, 1705 
George Harrison, February 13, 1805 
Joseph McNulty. 

This copy was bound in very substantial calf skill, 
and when it became worn on the back edges by sixty 
years service in so many hands, it was repaired by a 
wide strip of dressed deer skin, sewed on by waxed 
threads such as shoemakers- use. 

His tuition for two months was nine shillings, ($1.50) 
—seventy-five cents per month. Having learned sur¬ 
veying with Mr McNulty Captain Young taught school 
a few months, and then repaired to Lowisburg, West 
Virginia, where he studied grammer, taught by l)r 
McElhenney, as a specialty, according to old Green- 
leaf of bitter memory to grammar students of that 
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County, February 18, 1701. He volunteered in the 
war of the Involution, served his term of enlistment, 
and then was drafted into the service. 

About 1803 or 1804, he came to Anthony Creek, in 
Greenbrier, and remained a few years. In the mean¬ 
time he inherited considerable land on Swago Creek. 
In 1809 he settled on Swago and opened up the 
‘•Young Place," that commands such a beautiful pros¬ 
pect from the sides of Rich Mountain. 

J >!i:i Y >u »g was uurrij l twici. His first wife w.n 
Sarah Rogers, and during her life he lived in Madison 
County. The names of her children were James, Eliz- 
abeth, John, Jane, Samuel, and William. She died 
July 6, 1806, leaving her youngest child William aged 
four years. 

John Young married Margaret Rogers, on Anthonys 
Creek, in 1804. The names of her children were 
Sarah Ann, Martha, and Audrew. 

Her daughter, Mrs Martha Adkinson, was living in 
1894, on the “Young Place," in her 78th year, and 
the only survivor of one of the original pioneer fami¬ 
lies of our countv. She had been blind for seven 
years, with cataract, and most of her time was busily 
occupied in knitting. 

John Young died July 5, 1843, aged 82 years, 4 
months, and 18 days. Captain William Young was 
born in Madison County, May 1798, and was about 5 
years old when his father moved to this region. His 
youth was spent on the sides of Rich Mountain. His 
first teachers were William Auldridge, Squire John 
McNeill, and William McNeill. The school house was 





in rest ami quietly went to sleep. It is a comforting 
reflection that here ami there oil the hillsides of our 
beautiful land are planted immortal sleepers—like the 
bodies of these worthy people—that will some day ap¬ 
pear in all that is radiant and lovely. It is touching 
to reflect how widely apart are the graves of their 
children. Kansas, Ohio, Iowa, Missouri, and West 
Virginia have graves where members of this family are 
waiting for the coming of the Redeemer they learned 
to know and love iii the old paternal home on Stony 
Creek. 


WILLIAM YOUNG. 

This sketch is designed to perpetuate the memory of 
an early citizen of our county, whose influence was on 
the side of morality and education. 

Samuel Young, ancestor of the Youngs af Pocahon¬ 
tas, was a native of London. He came to America 
about 175(5, leaving his parents, John and Amy 
Young, in England, and settled in Madison County, 
Virginia. He afterwards lived some years on Knapps 
Creek, Pocahontas County. He entered lands, and 
then sold much of it to settlers for ginseng, deer skins, 
and furs. This produce he took away to Winchester 
er Fredericksburg, and exchanged for merchandise, 
which he bartered or peddled, and thus acquired con¬ 
siderable wealth. When he became quite old, he vis¬ 
ited his son Charles, in Kentucky, and never returned. 

John Young, one of his sons, was born in Madison 
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on Rush Run, a mile or ho from its confluence with 
Swago ('reek. In early manhood lie entered John 
McNulty's school, at the McNulty Place, near Marvin 
Chapel. From this teacher he learned surveying, 
which qualified him for the office he held for a number 
of years. The text book used by Captain Young in 
the study of surveying is yet in the possession of ('apt. 
William Cochran's family, whose first wife was Capt. 
Young's sister Elizabeth. On its well filled title page 
appears the following: 

Geod.csia, or the Art of Surveying and Measuring 
of Land made easy; showing by plain and Practical 
Rules how* to survey. Moreover, A more sure and 
facile Way of Surveying by the Chain than has hitherto 
been taught. As also how to lay out New Lands in 
America or elsewhere, with Several other Things never 
yet Published in our 

Language. 

By John Love, 

The Seventh Edition, 

London, 1760. 

In the address to the reader, the author says: What 
would be more ridiculous than for me to praise an art 
that all maukind know they can not live peaceably 
without. It is near hand as ancient (no doubt on't) as 
the world. For how could men set down to plant 
without knowing some distinction and boundary of 
their land. But (necessity being the mother of inven¬ 
tion) we find the Egyptians, by reason of the Nile's 
overflowing—which either washed away all their bound 
marks, or covered them over with mud, brought this 
measuring of land first into an art, and honoured much 
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Mrs Pierce Wooddell at Greenbank; Au.ia. Mrs Wil¬ 
liam Jackson, at Dun no re; Mary Catherine, now Mrs 
Bernard McElwee at Dunmore; Clara Belle, William, 
and Joseph Siple. 

Louisa Susan Warwick was married to Eli Seybert, 
settled near Mt. Grove, Va., then went west. But 
one of her children survives, Mary Amaret, now Mrs 
Morgan Matheny, Top of Alleghany. 

William Fechtig Warwick was named for a pioneer 
Methodist preacher. He married Anthea Pray, and 
lives near Mt. Grove, Va. His children Paul, Pray, 
Robert, Nelson, Peter Hull, Georg* Craig, Charles, 
Amelia, who became Mrs George Dilley, and is now 
Mrs Hopkins Wanless uear Mount Tabor; Amanda 
Gabrielle, now Mrs John Landes, near Mt. Grove; 
Sally, and Louise Catherine. Three of the sons, Pe¬ 
ter, Robert, and Nelson, went to Kansas. 

Peter Hull Warwick married Caroline Matheny, and 
settled on the Deer Creek home place. The child¬ 
ren were Jesse, Otis, Forrest, and Elbert. By the 
death of Cecil, in 1896, at Co wen, Webster County, 
his mother’s heart was so broken that she did not sur¬ 
vive him very long. 

John Robert Warwick married Jennie Cleek, daugh¬ 
ter of the late John Cleek of Bath County, and lives 
on a section of the Deer Creek homestead. Their 
children are Mary and Nancy. Lieutenant Warwick 
was a Confederate officer, 31st Virginia Infantry, and 
served as a commissioner of the Pocahoutas Court. 

Elizabeth Warwick became Mrs Benjamin Tallraan, 
and lived on the property now held by Captain Siple. 
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Bird, Clifton Forge; William Lee Bird, Roanoke City, 
Virginia. Her husband. Major W. W. Bird, was a 
('on fed orate officer. He had command of Company 
K, 5 2d Virginia Regiment in the battle of McDowell, 
and was in charge of a regiment of reserves in the bat¬ 
tle of New Hope. He was near General William 
Jones when he fell in that engagement, and received 
his last orders just a few minutes before his death. 
He was named for William Wallace, a renowned hero 
in Scottish history. 

Nancy Jane Warwick is now Mrs Jacob Lightner of 
Highland, Virginia. Her children were John Adam, 
now in the west; Robert, on Back Creek; William C. 
died in youthr Jacob Brown, on Back Creek; Peter H. 
lives in Greenbrier; James Cameron, a lawyer at the 
Warm Springs, Va.; Mrs Malcena Catherine Cleek, on 
Jacksons River; Mrs Virginia Rachel Wallace, of 
Highland; Mrs Mary Etta Gum, of Meadow Dale, Va. 

Sarah Elizabeth Warwick married Daniel Matheny, 
and lives at Valley Centre. Her children Esther Ann, 
Melissa, and Robert Matheny. 

Margaret Ann Warwick became Mrs Nelson Pray. 
Her family was quite a large one, but only one sur¬ 
vives, Ella, who is now Mrs John Riley and lives in 
one of the western counties. One of Mrs Pray’s 
daughters. Regina, received fatal injuries in a railway 
collision. 

Hannah Rebecca Warwick was married to Captain 
George Siple, a Confederate officer, 31st Virginia In¬ 
fantry, and lives on Deer Creek in sight of the War¬ 
wick homestead. Her children were Nancy Jane, now 
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Her children were William, James, Robert, John, 
Cyras, and Nancy. Nancy became Mrs Benjamin 
Tallmau and lives in Illinois. 

M.trgaret Warwick was married to John Hull, on 
Jacksons River. Her children were William Hull, 
who was one of the California forty-niners, and has 
not been heard of since; Robert, Andrew, Nora, Nan¬ 
cy Jane, who bechme the wife of Colonel Peter H. 
Kincaid, in Crabbottom; Margaret, who is now Mrs 
Christopher Wallace, of Williamsville; Irene Esther, 
the first wife of James Fleisher, of Meadow Dale. 

This relationship has furnished our citizenship with 
good citizens, brave soldiers, industrious tillers of the 
soil, and good homekeepers, and deserves honorable 
mention in the short and simple annals of our own 
Pocahontas people. 


JAMES CALLISON. 

The Callisons of Locust have a claim for special 
recognition in our biographical sketches as one of the 
oldest families of southern Pocahontas. Members of 
that relationship have done a great deal in developing 
their section, and have shown what can be done with 
our soil in our climate by well applied energy and in¬ 
dustry. The progenitor of this relationship, so far as 
it is traceable, was James Callison, Senior. This per¬ 
son and his wife Elizabeth were natives of Ireland, 
but, as the name indicates, were of English origin. 
No doubt the Callisons were among the families that 
King James the First encouraged to settle in the north 
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cultivating the ground, and building houses were made 
at home. In the pioneer shops, and for years subse¬ 
quently were forged axes, hoes, shovel plows, bull- 
tongues, coulters, brush hooks, seng hoes, mattocks, 
broad axes, frows, grubbing hoes, pot hooks and pot 
hangers, kettle bales, log chains, double trees, single 
trees, door hinges and latches, and other articles. 

Toiling, rejoicing, sorrowing, 

Onward through life he goes, 

Each morning sees some task begun, 

Each evening sees its close— 

Something attempted, something done 
Has earned a night’s repose. 

Thanks, thanks to thee, my worthy friend, 
For the lesson thou hast taught : 

Thus at the flaming forge of life 
Our fortunes must be wrought, 

Thus on the sounding anvil shaped 
Each burning deed and thought. 

—The Village Blacksmith. 


WALTER DRINNON. 

Among the pioneer settlers of the Edray district the 
Drinnons are believed to have been among the very 
first. From what the venerable James McCollam, a 
grandson of Lawrence Drinnon, remembers there were 
three brothers, Charles, Lawrence, and Thomas, sons 
of Walter Drinnon from Ireland. It is more than 
probable they came here about the time John McNeel 
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that went to Ohio with their parents from tlnir cabin 
home on Deer Creek. This Federal officer became a 
member of Congress, and achieved a national reputa¬ 
tion by defeating William McKinley in a Congres¬ 
sional contest. Many no doubt will readily recall this 
interesting event in the history of Ohio politics. 


WILLIAM WARWICK. 

The group of the Warwick relationship treated of in 
this paper includes the descendants of William War¬ 
wick, son of John Warwick, the early pioneer. 

Like his brother Andrew, William Warwick lost his 
heart in the Richlands of Greenbrier, and married 
Nancy Craig, a sister of Mrs Andrew Warwick. They 
settled on Deer Creek, where Peter H. Warwick now 
lives, and were the parents of three children: Robert 
Craig, Elizabeth, who became Mrs Benjamin Tallman; 
Margaret, who became Mrs John Hull, and lived on 
the head of Jacksons River. 

Robert Craig Warwick, the only son, at one time 
crossed the Alleghany to pay his sister a visit. One 
result of the visit was that he and Esther Hull were 
soon married, and the happy, young people settled on 
the Deer Creek homestead. They were the parents of 
three sous and six daughters. In reference to their 
children the following items are recorded: 

Catherine Hidy Warwick is now Mrs William Bird. 
Her children Elvira Louisa, now Mrs William Mc- 
Clune, near Millpoint; Robert Craig Bird, at Clifton 
Forge; John Henry Bird, Covington; George Newton 



phen was a blacksmith, and lived on Back Creek near 
the Irvine Brick House. While trying to shoe a re¬ 
fractory herse belonging to Squire John Hamilton, 
about sixty years ago, he was instantly killed. His 
sons were John F., William, and James. Rev James 
Wanless adopted the three nephews and reared them 
to manhood. In the meantime he prospered financial¬ 
ly, and bought from James Sharp the property now 
occupied by John F. Wanless. In connexion with his 
farming enterprises, James Wanless operated two mills 
and prospered enough to accumulate a very respectable 
competency for those times. 

James Wanless was a zealous local preacher, and 
rarely ever spent a silent Sabbath. He seemed to have 
had great admiration for John the Baptist as a model 
backwoods preacher. It was evidently his belief that 
it was his duty to lift up a voice in the Pocahontas wil¬ 
derness against the vanities of the times. His spirit 
would be deeply stirred by the advent of a new fashion 
and then he would look up Mathew xi. 8 for his text: 
“But what went ye out for to see '( A man clothed in 
soft raiment ? Behold they that wear soft clothing are 
in king’s houses.” 

While commenting on the wearing of soft raiment 
then the preacher would assign to the fashions and the 
vices their portion in due season, as lie thought it was 
needed. “Now just consider what I 6ay, my brethren 
and hearers. How would John the Baptist have look¬ 
ed in a swallow tailed coat, pointed toed shoes, pipe, 
whiskey bottle, and stovepipe hat, et cetera !” The 
devout people felt it would have been out of the quos 



tion for John to have been fond of such things, and 
many of the younger people from their talk evidently 
thought that to be in the fashion was to make a long 
step in a downward career. 

While it is hard to suppress our smiles, still it must 
be acknowledged th.it when it was felt to be a 
Christian duty to be plain and economical, it saved a 
vast deal of needless expenditure, and to rear a family 
and furnish a passable home was not the heavy, per¬ 
plexing business it is now. 

Ralph Wan less, Junior, first married Anua Poage, 
daughter of G. W. Poage of the Levels. After living 
in Huntersville several years as thr village blacksmith, 
he located on the homestead at Mount Tabor. Their 
children were George Poage, Hopkins, Milum, Sam¬ 
uel, and Margaret. 

John Wanless married Elizabeth Bridger, and set¬ 
tled in Lewis County. Mrs Wanless was noted for her 
skill in nursing the sick, and her services were in de¬ 
mand far nud near. Sick people had so much confi¬ 
dence in her that they seemed to think there was no 
danger of dying if Mrs Wanless could be had in time. 

Most all the Wanless brothers were industrious and 
skillful workers in iron, acquired from their father, 
who seems to have been a genius in that line of indus¬ 
try, so useful to the people in pioneer and later times. 
When Ralph Waidess and his sons wrought at the anvil 
and caused the primitive forests to ring with their 
strong and resonant striking of hammers and sledges, 
their business was of esseutial importance. In their 
times most of the implements used in clearing lauds, 
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months before the venerable man's death we met after 
a separation of more than thirty years. It was at a 
MAcramental service, and daring the recess w*e met and 
conversed for some time. He feelingly expressed the 
pleasure it gave him to meet once more in this life. 
From what I can learn this was about the last time my 
venerable friend ever put to his lips the visible cup of 
salvation. 


WILLIAM WANLESS. 

For more than a hundred years the Wanless name 
has been a familiar one in our region of country. # Ac¬ 
cording to tradition vaguely entertained, Ralph and 
Stephen Wanless, natives of England, came to Virgin¬ 
ia and settled on the Wanless place, near Mount Tabor 
school house, iu the “Hills, 11 live miles north of Hun¬ 
tersville. One of Ralph's sons was William Wanless, 
who married Nancy Wilson, from near Fort Defiance, 
Virginia. She was a sister of the wife of Isaac Moore, 
Senior, of Knapps Creek. They settled oil Back Al¬ 
leghany, and were the parents of nine daughters and 
seven sons. The daughters were Rachel, Jane, Eliza, 
Martha, Nancy Ann, Margaret who died aged 7 years, 
Mary died aged 15 years, Melinda who was drowned 
when a young woman in Leatherbark Creek, and Ma¬ 
tilda. The sons were James, Andrew, Nelson, Ralph, 
Allen, and two unnamed who died in infancy. 

Rachel, the eldest daughter, married the late John 
Logan, and settled in Randolph County, lived awhile 
in Barbour County, and finally located on Alleghany. 


1801. Parties in Augusta heard of it, and came over 
to see and hear what it all meant. 

The pastor of the Old Stone Church, Rev William 
Wilson, a relative of the Poages, and fifteen or twenty 
of the young people, also relatives, came over togeth¬ 
er. They became imbued with the spirit of the mo¬ 
ment, and went back singing and praying as they trav¬ 
eled along. The effect upon the home people in the 
valley as they rode up singing and praying was over¬ 
whelming, and from that point—the Old Stone church 
—the revival influence went all over the State, where- 
ever there were Presbyterian congregations, and the 
results are visible at the present time. So it appears 
that a great matter was kindled by a little watch fire 
that had been kindled in the old Poage homestead. 


WILLIAM SHARP. 

One of the most substantial and prosperous citizens 
of our county in its formative period was the late Wil¬ 
liam Sharp, near Verdant Valley. He was the sou of 
William Sharp, Senior, who settled near Huntersville. 
He had scarcely attained his majority when he and 
Elizabeth Waddell were married at Alexander Wad¬ 
dell's. This worthy couple at once settled in the woods 
and opened up a tine estate out of a forest noted for 
the tremendous size of its walnut, red oak, and sugar 
maple trees, and reared a worthy family. In reference 
to their sons and daughters the following particulars 
have been mainly learned from his daughter, Mrs Mar¬ 
tha Dilley, near Dilleys Mill. 
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writer boarded iD Mr Poage’s family. He has heard 
him iu secret prayer in his private room long after 
midnight, such were his devotional habits. It matter¬ 
ed not how cold the night might be, Mr Poage would 
spend hours in that room in secret devotions, and 
oftentimes he would come out with his features all 
radiant with ecstatic emotion. 

Elizabeth Poage, daughter of William Poage, Sr., 
became the wife of Colonel John Hill, son of Richard 
Hill, so often mentioned in these biographic notes as 
a pioneer and scout. 

Colonel Hill, late in life, felt it his duty to remove 
west. It was one of the most mournful episodes that 
ever occurred in the social history of the Levels when 
Moses Poage, George Poage, and Colonel Hill set out 
for the west with their families in order to seek new 
homes in their old age. The most of these persons lo¬ 
cated in Davies County, Missouri, and many of their 
descendants are in that State, which has beeu to so 
large extent occupied by Virginia people as to be re¬ 
garded as a new Virginia. 

William Poage, Senior, was a Presbyterian ruling 
elder, and virtually the founder of the Oak Grove 
church. Some of the first meetings conducted by 
Presbyterian ministers iu this regiou were at his house. 
When the pulpit would be vacant years at a time there 
would be religious meetings at his home or the homes 
of his sons, who were also elders. 

Visiting friends from Kentucky brought with them 
the revival spirit that has rendered the early history of 
Kentucky so famous, and it broke out in the Levels in 
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McChesney, late of Charleston, W. Va. Martha Mof¬ 
fett is now Mrs Hall, of Philippi, Barbour County. 
Mary Evelina was the late Mrs William P. Thompson, 
of New York. Rachel Moffett is now Mrs Robert Mc- 
Chesuey, of Lewisburg. George H. Moffett became a 
lawyer, speaker of the West Virginia legislature, and 
distinguished editor. He resides at Parkersburg. 

Colonel William Woods Poage, son of Major Wil¬ 
liam Poage, married Julia Callison of Locust, and set¬ 
tled on the homestead, finally moved to Poages Lane, 
where his sons John Robert and Quincy W. Poage 
now reside. 

Margaret Davies Poage was married to the late Jas. 
A. Price. 

Moses Hoge Poage, son of William Poage, the Lev¬ 
els settler, married Martha McDannald, of Windy 
Cove, Bath County, and settled on the place now held 
by Alvin Clark. Their sons and daughters were Wil¬ 
liam, Franklin, Cyrus, Davis, Elizabeth, who became 
Mrs George Van Eman, a Presbyterian minister; and 
Mary Poage, who became Mrs Hanna. Late in life 
Moses Poage emigrated to Missouri. 

George Washington Poage married Miss Rankin 
and settled on the place now occupied by Preston 
Clark. The children of the first marriage were Wil¬ 
liam, who was killed by a falling tree; Rankin, who 
married Nancy Wolfenbarger, and settled where the 
late Rev M. D. Dunlap resided. He finally went west. 
James R. Poage, late of Edray. Mrs Ann Wanless, 
wife of Ralph Wanless in the Hills. Mrs Elizabeth 
Burner second wife of the late George Burner of Trav- 
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elers Repose. 

George W. Poage'8 second wife was Elizabeth 
Heard, sister of Josiah Beard. The children of the 
second family were George Washington Poage, Jr., 
Samuel Davies Poage, John B. Poage, and Elizabeth 
Poage, who became Mrs William P. Hill. 

George W. Poage was a person of tine appearance, 
and his resemblance to the portraits of Washington— 
of whom he was a namesake—was frequently remark¬ 
ed upon. An evergreen prayer meeting was conduct¬ 
ed at his house on silent Sabbaths. He loved to “wail 
with judicious care'’ the hymns and tunes that were 
sung by the Covenanting ancestry in Scotland. While 
there w^s much singing and much reading and much 
praying, but few things were sung, read, and prayed, 
and so the minds of the worshippers were concentrated 
on the few things needful—the forgiveness of sins 
through the blood of Jesus, a new heart and a right 
spirit. Advanced in years, Mr Poage went west with 
his family and settled in Missouri. 

Samuel Davies Poage, youngest sou of William 
Poage, Senior, married Miss Rebecca Arbuckle, of 
Lewisburg, sister of Captain Charles Arbuckle of Texas 
and lived at the old homestead. He had been educat¬ 
ed for the Presbyterian ministry, but declined the ex¬ 
ercise of its duties through a morbid sense of unworth¬ 
iness, unfitness for assuming duties so sacred and re¬ 
sponsible as he regarded Ministerial vows demanded. 
He was a faithful helper in the prayer meetings led by 
his brother George Poage. While attending school 
taught by Rev Joseph Brown at the Brick Church, the 
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In politics he was a Jacksonian democrat. “Old 
Hickory” never had a more loyal admirer and adher¬ 
ent, or Thomas Ritchie of the Richmond Enquirer, a 
more attentive reader. 

For a number of years he was a professing Christian, 
and his end was peaceful and hopeful. He and his 
devoted wife were not long separated in their decease, 
which occurred but a few years since. He died Octo¬ 
ber 30, 1890. Mrs Gay was a very superior person, 
and the writer cherishes her kindness to him as among 
the most pleasant memories of his early life. Beauty 
is vain and favor deceitful, but a woman that feareth 
the Lord, she shall be praised. 

She survived her noble husband but a few fleeting 
months. Her decease was sudden but very safe. 
Their bodies repose in the Gibson grave yard, and 
their graves indicated by beautiful monuments placed 
there by their dutiful children. 


WILLIAM POAGR 

The Foagc relationship claims a place in the annals 
of our county, and some attention will be given to 
them in this sketch. 

The Poages are of pure Scotch-Irish ancestry. The 
line of descent can be traced to two brothers, Robert 
and John Poage, who “proved their importation at 
their own charges,” at Orange Courthouse, 1J40. The 
Pocahontas Poages are the descendants of Robert 
Poage, who settled between Staunton and Fort Deti- 
ance, and was among the first to occupy that attractive 
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portion of the famous Valley of Virginia. His wife 
was Elizabeth Preston, whose family settled in the vi¬ 
cinity of Waynesboro with the pioneers about 1740. 
Their son John married Mary Blair and settled near 
the Poage homestead in Augusta County. 

William Poage, one of John Poage's sons, married 
Margaret Davies and settled in the Little Levels about 
1782, at the place where Charles W. Beard now re¬ 
sides. Mrs Poage died in 1843, aged 98 years. Their 
children were William, George Washington, Moses 
Iloge, Samuel Davies, and Elizabeth. 

William Poage, Junior, married the widow Nancy 
Gatewood, a daughter of Major Jacob Warwick, and 
lived at Marlin's Bottom. Their daughter Rachel was 
married to Josiah Beard, of Locust. 

Mary Vance Poage was married first to Robert 
Beale, and settled on Elk, where he died, leaving one 
daughter, Margaret Elizabeth Beale. There was an¬ 
other child that died at the age of a few mouths. 
When it was buried the father walked around the grave 
and then looking upward with his tearful eyes said: 
4l Our God in heaven only knows who will be the next 
to be buried here; it may be myself.” Four weeks 
from that day he too was carried there and buried. 

Mrs Mary Beale was married the second time, to 
Henry M. Moffett, clerk of the county, and lived first 
at Huntersville, and then at the Levels. Margaret 
Beale, her eldest daughter, became the wife of Dr G. 
B. Moffett. Their sons Robert and James Moffett live 
in St. Louis and Chicago, employed in the Standard 
Oil business. Sally Moffett became Mrs Alexander 



Hessie Nottingham married James C. Moore, near 
Dilleys Mill. Mr Moore was killed in battle, June, 
1864, near New Hope, Va. 

Mary Nottingham never married, and died many 
years since. 

Addison Nottingham, son of William Nottingham, 
Jr., lias been twice married. His first marriage was 
with Miss Margaret Conrad, daughter of Solomon Con¬ 
rad, near Greenbank. His second wife was Miss Eliz¬ 
abeth Herron, near Frost. He settled in the unbroken 
forest with his young family on the place where he now 
lives, and by patience and perseverence, with the bless¬ 
ings of Providence, he has prospered. 

Harvey Nottingham, another son of William Not¬ 
tingham, Jr., married Miss Caroline Swiuk, whose 
parents came from the Valley of Virginia in her early 
youth. He settled on a section of the home farm where 

90 

lie now resides, near Glade Hill. He began iu the 
woods, and in the course of a few years, after much in¬ 
dustrious toil, these persons have gathered about them 
the comforts of a charming home on the hill-side facing 
the rising sun. The two brothers, Harvey and Addison, 
live on adjoining farms, and here one can find an il¬ 
lustration of what may be realized by prudence and 
industry in the way of a comfortable competency. 

William Nottingham, son of William Nottingham, 
Jr. went west. 

Washington Nottingham, son of William, Jr., mar¬ 
ried Miss Senilda Bradshaw, daughter of the late Wil¬ 
liam Bradshaw, on Browns Creek. She was a grand¬ 
daughter of John Bradshaw, Esq., the founder Hunt- 
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tersville, and a first cousin of the celebrated Bishop 
William Taylor, who claims to have preached all 
around the world, and has led a hundred thousand 
soul8 to the cross, according to the best of his knowl¬ 
edge and belief. 

Hon. Adam Nottingham, son of William, Jr., mar¬ 
ried Miss Henrietta Philips, near Travelers Repose, 
and lived on the Glade Hill homestead opened up by 
his father. At an early age he was thrown upon his 

own resources bv his own choice. His natural endow- 
•» 

inents were of a high order, and he studiously improv¬ 
ed whatever opportunities came to hand: For several 
years he taught school, afterwards became deputy- 
sheriff, and then sheriff, and he also served as magis¬ 
trate several terms. He represented Pocahontas in the 
house of delegates in the Virginia Legislature at Rich¬ 
mond, Va. He was an influential political leader and 
was a strenuous Jacksonian Democrat. 

Mr Nottingham has been dead but a few years. His 
widow and several sons and daughters survive him, 
some of them still at the old home, while others have 
gone out, some far as Texas and the far west. 


SAMUEL WHITING. 

Samuel Whiting was a native of Sussex County, 
England, where he was born May 18, 1776. His wife 
was Sarah Lancaster, and was four years younger. 

After a long, tedious voyage of three or four months 
Mr Whiting and his young family landed at New York 
in 1823, where he remaiued for a year or two. Thence 
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startled the whole comity, and was one of the most pa¬ 
thetic and tragical scenes ever transacted in our coun¬ 
ty- 

Mr Dilley deserves to be remembered as one of the 
more substantial and useful citizens of his generation. 
He should be held in high esteem for what he accom¬ 
plished in developing his part of our county, for he 
demonstrated that a rich reward awaited the diligent 
worker, and that an ample competence could be secur¬ 
ed by such in spite of natural obstacles of dense forests 
rugged soil and seemingly capricious climate. 

A chilly, rainy evening in April, 1847, the writer 
spent under the roof of this good old man and shared 
the comforts so profusely provide.!. And he will ever 
remember how impressively the venerable man stood 
up, repeated and sang a hymn. Then he had us to 
kneel and he the “priest and father" led in the fami¬ 
ly devotions preliminary to retiring for the night's re¬ 
pose*. Such are the homes whence true peace and 
prosperity come forth to bless our people at large. 
May there be many such. 


WILLIAM NOTTINGHAM. 

For more than a hundred years Nottingham has been 
a familiar name in our part of West Virginia. The 
ancestor of the Nottingham relationship was William 
Nottingham, Senior, a native of England. His wife, 
whose name cannot be recalled, was of Irish descent. 
Soon after the Revolution these persons settled in 
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James Cooper’s name appears in the organization of 
the county as one of the constables appointed. He 
served the public as magistrate, assessor, and teacher 
of schools. He was regarded with high esteem for his 
honest and elevated character in social and business re¬ 
lations. He was a prominent member of the Liberty 
Church in the early history of that historic congrega¬ 
tion, and his influence was ever for good morals, in¬ 
telligence, and refinement of manners, himself being a 
fine specimen of what is termed “a gentleman of the 
old school, 1 1 and was noted for his polite and gracious 
manners, correct and entertaining conversational pow¬ 
ers. 


ALEXANDER WADDELL. 

One of the pioneers of our county from whom quite 
a number of our people trace their descent was Alex¬ 
ander Waddell. He was of Scotch-Irish descent and 
was among the earliest settlers in the neighborhood of 
Marvin Chapel. His wife was a Miss Rouss. He 
came from Augusta County before the Revolution, but 
in what year is not certainly known. He came out to 
examine the country, and looked over the Levels and 
the lands beyond Buckeye and around Sewall's Cave, 
and selected the place so long known as the Waddell 
Place, where the public road reaches the highest point 
on the mountain in passing from Buckeye to Millpoint. 
When he first explored the Levels all was mainly 
vacant or unclaimed, and he might have entered the 
greater part of it. He concluded it was too level and 
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what is now Pocahontas on land at present owned by 
Uriah Revener and the heirs of the late Washington 
Nottingham. Their family consisted of five sons and 
a daughter. Their names were William, Sampson, 
James, Jacob, George and Elizabeth. James Not¬ 
tingham migrated to Tennessee. Sampson Nottingham 
settled on the upper part of the home place. Jacob 
Nottingham settled on part of the Glade Hill farm, 
then went to Braxton County. George Nottingham 
settled, it is believed, in Lewis County. 

William Nottingham, Junior, married Mary Arbo- 
gast, daughter of Adam Arbogast, and settled on the 
farm now held by the family of the late Adam Not¬ 
tingham. In reference to his family the following 
particulars have been furnished us by his son, Harvey 
Nottingham. 

Margaret Nottingham married James Moore in the 
Hills. Mary Moore, her daughter, married Clayton 
Dilley. She was the mother of A. L. Dilley and F. 
M. Dilley. A. L. Dilley is remembered as one of the 
founders of the Pocahontas Herald. William Moore, 
a son of James and Margaret Moore, was in the Con¬ 
federate service, and is numbered with the unknown 
dead. 

Mahala Nottingham married Captain John McElwee 
lately of the Hot Springs, Va. Her sons, Divers Mc¬ 
Elwee of Driscol, Bernard McElwee of Dunmore, and 
Burton McElwee of Green bank, are well known citi¬ 
zens of our county. 

Jenuie Nottingham married William Tall man, and 
moved to Upshur County. 



circles, being a ruling elder in a Parkersburg Presby¬ 
terian congregation. 

James Harvey Cooper married Julia Ann Whitman, 
of Greenbrier County. They were the parents of live 
sons and three daughters. The daughters were Agnes 
who died in 1861, Julia Ann, and Rebecca. In refer¬ 
ence to the sons we have this remarkable but sad re¬ 
cord. They were all Confederate soldiers. Robert 
died in the war. James lost an arm rn battle. John 
and Charles were each severely wounded, and George 
was killed in 1864 in battle nSar Fishers Hill. 

Joseph W. Cooper married Rachel Tall man Sutton, 
and lived near Green bank. They were the parents .of 
four sons and one daughter: Rachel, George Clark, 
James Amos, John William, and Charles Calvin. In 
1863 in the course of three weeks the dipthiretic 
scourge removed the mother, her daughter and three 
sons by death. 

J. W. Cooper’s second marriage was with Harriet 
Wade of Bath County. She lived about one year. 

His third marriage was with Mary Arbogast, near 
Glade Hill. Snowden, Walter, and Vivian were the 
children of this marriage. 

The writer would hereby cheerfully acknowledge the 
thanks due George C. Cooper for assistance rendered 
by him on the wayside, July 1, 1901, when we casu¬ 
ally met near Marvin Chapel and took notes under an 
apple tree, the thermometer 96 degrees. Without the 
data given by this grandson of the venerable pioneer 
this sketch could not have been prepared and the name 
of a most worthy pioneer would have been overlooked. 
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proved his final visit. His kind heart was so touched 
at seeing his aged brother so near death that before 
leaving he kneeled at the bed side and poured out his 
full heart in prayer and fraternal intercession for his 
aged dying brother. They then parted to meet no more 
alive. A more impressive scene is hard to imagine. 

Mrs Moore’s death was occasioned by a cancerous 
affection. Mr Moore survived her a few years. 

These esteemed persons, so lovely and pleasant in 
their lives, lived to a great age. They have quietly 
gone from us, and are now—with so many others—at 
rest in the Dutfield burying ground. This is a place 
that should be carefully and sacredly cared for as Gods 
Acre, planted with so much precious, immortal seed, 
that will some day appear springing up to the praise 
and glory of our Redeemer’s blood. 


JAMES COOPER, 

During most of the 19th century the Cooper name 
has been familiar in our region. James Cooper, the 
progenitor of the Cooper relationship, was a native of 
Augusta County, and was reared in the Mossy Creek 
section of that great County. Having married Naucy 
Agnes Wooddell, he came over with the Wooddells, 
very early in the settlement of the upper section of our 
county, and opened up property now owned by Robert 
N. Gum, near Greeubank, then known as the Piney 
Woods. They were the parents of four sons and six 
da lighters. 
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one. He and Mrs Moore built up a very attractive 
home and reared a nice family. This home became 

90 

widely known for open handed hospitality. 

Mrs Moore, old “Aunt Teenie,” as she was so fa¬ 
miliarly called by the neighbors, was one of the most 
helpful and benevolent of persons in seasons of sick¬ 
ness or bereavement. She spared no pains day or 
night at all seasons, in vernal showers, in summer's 
heat, in autumn storms, or wintry snows. Aunt Tenie’s 
skillful baud would be one of the first to bring relief 
when pain and anguish furrowed a neighbor’s brow, or 
where the death angel was heard knocking at the door 
of some one’s life. Her religious proclivities were de¬ 
cidedly and very positively presbyteriau. 

While not a member of the church, William Moore's 
walk and conversation exemplified all the visible traits 
of genuine Christian principle. In a religious meet¬ 
ing in the old Hamlin Chapel, some years before his 
decease, he was invited by the class leader, the late 
John R. Duffield, to testify what he thought of the 
Christian religion. William Moore arose in that sol¬ 
emn and dignified manner for which he was rather re¬ 
markable, and stated that he had been a praying per¬ 
son for fifty years, and had conscientiously tried to live 
with a conscience void of offence toward God and man 
and, moreover, it was his heart’s desire hereafter to 
live in all good conscience toward the same. This tes¬ 
timony is remembered as one of the most to the pur¬ 
pose ever heard in that venerable place of worship. 

When Aaron Moore, on the Greenbrier, his brother, 
was nearing his end, William Moore paid him what 
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Elizabeth Cooper became Mrs Woods, and settled 
at Greenhill, Highland County. 

Margaret became Mrs Enoch Hill and lived in 
Ritchie County. Her daughter Harriet became Mrs 
Fling, and lived at Flag, Ohio. Nannie became an¬ 
other Mrs Fling, and lived in Ritchie County. 

Jane Cooper became Mrs Andrew Kerr and lived 
near Dunmore. . Her daughter Nannie became Mrs 
Washington Hoover; Anne, now Mrs Raymer Davis, 
near Greenbank; Caroline, now Mrs Gatewood Sutton, 
at Durbin. Her son William Kerr in Pocahontas, and 
John Kerr lives in Lewis County. 

Lucinda Cooper became Mrs John Alexander Gilles¬ 
pie, late of Greenbank. Her children were Taylor, 
Amos, and Wise, the three sons. Her daughters were 
Nancy, who became Mrs George Beverage; Rachel, 
now Mrs Henry Sheets, near Dunmore; Margaret now 
Mrs John L. Hudson, near Louise, Mary now Mrs 
George Sheets, and Martha. 

Nancy and Melinda are the names of James Coopers 
other two daughters. Thomas Cooper died in youth. 

John T. Cooper married in Marion County. He was 
a popular physician. He resided a number of years 
in Parkersburg and then at Claysville, where he died 
in 1878. His daughter Flora teaches school in Par¬ 
kersburg. His son James a foreman in machine shops ' 
at Parkersburg and other points. Another son Arthur 
is a Presbyterian minister in Illinois, and there are 
three children deceased. 

Dr Cooper read medicine with the late Dr Strather, 
of the Warm Springs. He was prominent in church 



Rossi e Bird, and lives in Lynchburg, Va. Frank 
Moure married Annie Cleek and lives near Millpoint. 
Lee Moore married Lizzie Hicks, of Bath, and lives at 
the Millpoint homstead. 

Rev James E. Moore was a busy man of affairs. He 
taught school in many places at intervals for fifty or 
sixty years, was a local Methodist preacher nearly as 
long, a laborious farmer, and was Commissioner of the 
Revenue. He is remembered by the old soldiers that 
went out to Grafton with Captain Andrew McNeel’s 
cavalry and Captain D. A. Stofer’s “Pocahontas Res¬ 
cues, 1 ’ for the farewell address that he delivered at 
John Varner’s, near Split Rock, one Sabbath morning. 
This scene connected with the departure of these troops 
for the most advanced and exposed post of the Con¬ 
federate frontier, ready to do and dare, was full of in¬ 
terest. By the next Sabbath these troops were at Graf¬ 
ton with their “tin cups and pocket knives,” ready to 
do and dare iu the nearest north and most exposed of 
all Confederate positions. 

General William Skcene also made an address in re¬ 
sponse to Mr Moore’s, and some of his words are yet 
fresh in the memories of aged men. In his most im¬ 
passioned and eloquent manner General Skeene ex¬ 
claimed: “If you will attend to the ballot boxes we 
will attend to the cartridge boxes, and we will return 
to enjoy the blessiugs of liberty amid these green hills, 
briuging our laurels with us.” 

The few persons now remaining that remember Wil¬ 
liam Moore—“Uncle Billy” as he was called by every 
body—speak of him as the kindest of persons to every 


472 HISTORY OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY 

His memory long will live alone 
In all their hearts as mournful light, 
That broods above the fallen sun 
And dwells in heaven half the night. 


WILLIAM MOORE. 

This paper is devoted to the memory of William 
Moore, the youngest of Moses Moore’s sons. It is be¬ 
lieved by some that the plaee of his birth, (which oc¬ 
curred September 18, 1784,) was near the McClintic 
Mill on Swago. The locality was indicated quite re¬ 
cently by some apple trees of great age. His youth 
and early manhood were passed on Knapps Creek. 
After his marriage to Christine Dods, of Rockbridge 
County, he lived for a time near Timber Ridge in that 
county, and then settled permanently on Hazef Ridge, 
on lands now owned by Lee Carter and Anderson Bar- 
low, between one and two miles west of Ed ray. Their 
family consisted of three sons and two daughters: 
James Elliot, Addison, Alexander, Margaret and Jane. 

Margaret Moore was married to Colonel John W. 
Ruckrnan, and lived near Millpoint. 

Jennie Moore married Captain William D. Hefner. 
Captain Hefner was a millwright by occupation. After 
living in Pocahontas some years he located in Fayette 
County. He was a gallant Confederate officer, an ef¬ 
fective scout, and finally lost his life in the battle of 
Lewisburg, along with his eldest son Franklin. Mrs 
Hefner now lives in Kansas. Pathetic memories arise 
in the mind as we think of the father and son falling 
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member William A. Gum have a good word for him 
as a neighbor, friend, and substantial, prosperous citi¬ 
zen. The wav he caute to have a middle name is a 
little out of the usual order. When Dunk urn & Co. 
had a store at Dunmore, William Gum was a liberal 
dealer. There was another William Gum from the 
vicinity of Green bank, and the merchant to note the 
difference and not get their accounts mixed, called the 
one from Back Mountain “William Alleghany" on his 
books. In settling he had Mr Gum to sign his name 

William A. Gum. From that circumstance he alwavs 

•» 

thus signed his name in business affairs and in corres¬ 
pondence, and so got his middle name Alleghany loug 
after he became a grown person. In studying the 
origin of names, it is interesting to find that a large 
number of names have originated from where persons 
happened to live. 

Forty-nine years ago, in August, the writer spent an 
hour or two at his newly made home in the woods, and 
ever since there has been a beautiful picture in his 
mind of a truly contented man with his home and sur¬ 
roundings, endowed with the power of making himself 
and all around him pleasant and cheerful. 


JACOB GUM 

The second group of the Gum relationship are the 
descendants of Jacob Gum, who came from what is 
now Crabbottom, in Highland County, soon after the 
war of 1812. Upou his marriage with Martha Houchin 
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side by side, mingling their blood in death on the gory 
ground, and then dust to dust in one honored grave. 

Alexander Moore first married Mary Bradshaw, near 
Huntersville, and settled on the homestead. His sec¬ 
ond marriage was with Mary Duffield, and finally went 
to Kansas. The names of his children: Leo, Moffett, 
Florence, Susie, Mary Winters, Frankie, aud Elliot. 

Addison Moore, after his marriage with Elizabeth 
Hannah on Elk, settled on Hazel Ridge, where he liv¬ 
ed many years- went to Iowa, then returned, and died 
at an advanced age at the home of his son, William 
Allen Moore, at Huttonsville a few years since. 

Addisou Moore seemed to have been a born physi¬ 
cian. He acquired by reading and experimenting con¬ 
siderable medical skill, and rendered much valuable 
service to afflicted friends and neighbors. 

James E. Moore was married three times. His first 
wife was Margaret Sutton. Her children were Davis, 
who died in Iowa; John Sutton, a prominent teacher of 
schools in Pocahontas County; Enoch H., a merchant; 
Bryson, Confederate soldier, slain at Gettysburg; Ra¬ 
chel, wife of the late M. A. Friel; Martha, first wife 
of Andrew Taylor, and lived on Laurel Creek; and 
Agnes, now Mrs Rufus Wheeler of the Baltimore Con¬ 
ference. 

Second wife was Mary Buir. Her only son, Wal¬ 
lace, was drowned at Ronceverte a few years since. 

Third wife was Luemma, daughter of Samuel Har¬ 
per on Knapps Creek. Her daughter Ella, now Mrs 
Marion White; Birdie, wife of Rev W. H. Ballengee 
of the Baltimore Conference. Lloyd Moore married 



HISTORY OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY 


38U 


of being released on parole, he was taken to Clarks¬ 
burg, where he suffered many privations, and had a 
“plague of a time of it/ 1 He blames the cook, how¬ 
ever, for the most of the hardships attending his im¬ 
prisonment. It seems that the cook was infected with 
the spirit of speculation that was so much in the air 
during war time, and saw a chance to realize some 
pocket money from the rations he drew at the commis¬ 
sary. While the cook would draw very liberal rations, 
he was excessively economical in feeding them out. 

There were but two meals a day, breakfast and sup¬ 
per. For bieakfast the bill of fare consisted of a slice 
of very light bread, about four fingers broad, half tin 
cup of weak coffee, and a slice of bacon two fingers 
broad and not much longer. Supper was served at 4 
p. m., consisting uniformily of a tin cup of coffee and 
another small slice of bread, but no meat. It is but 
just to remark that all this was without the knowledge 
of the Federal officer in charge. An individual who 
had been in the Southern service was the cook, and 
took advantage of this opportunity to make a little 
something for himself. He had found out that Con¬ 
federates were in the habit of living on little or 
nothing, and to feed such was just to his ad vantage. 
He would make a nice thing of it and they would not 
know the difference, and would think they had gotten 
all that would be allowed. 

Thus with the cheerful assistance of McBryde Gum, 
the compiler of these sketches has had it in his power 
to illustrate the family history of William A. Gum, a 
worthy citizen of our county in his day. All who re- 
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with Caroline Amanda, daughter of Ellis H ouch in. 
whose wife was Comfort Slaven Higgins. The 
Houchin family was from east Virginia. 

McBryde Gum was a Confederate soldier, and went 
out with the Greenbank company, known as Company 
G 31st Virginia Infantry. He volunteered in May, 
1861, and served throughout the war, and as he was 
wounded three times he is to be remembered as a bat¬ 
tle scarred veteran of that mysterious and strange war 
between the States. 

Those who are familiar witli the history of the 31st 
Virginia Infantry, need not be reminded that no regi¬ 
ment in the service of the Confederacy has a more in¬ 
teresting and honorable record, or more frequently 
posted in the “deadly imminent breach" or more re¬ 
lied on in dire emergencies. 

Fortunately Mr Gum’s wounds were slight and did 
not disable him for any length of time. The first 
wound was received in the bloody affair at Spottsyl- 
vania Court House. The second wound was inflicted 
at Liberty, Bedford County, when General Hunter was 
repulsed at Lynchburg. The third wound was receiv¬ 
ed at the battle of Winchester. Instead of a wound, 
he had his mustache neatly and closely trimmed off by 
a minnie ball at the battle of Cold Harbor. Clippers 
might have done the trimming a little more in style, 
but not near so quickly. 

He was twice a prisoner of war. He was captured 
the first time at Uriah Hevener's, in 1861, and parol¬ 
ed. The second time he was taken at his home on 
Back Mountain, in October, 1864. This time instead 
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Moore McNeil, the youngest sou of William the 
teacher, became a preacher, ami eutered the itineracy 
under the auspices of the Methodist Protestant church, 
ami traveled many years with marked success and ac¬ 
ceptance in the counties of West Virgiuia bordering 
the Ohio River. His wife was Miss Eliza Jane Don¬ 
aldson. At the present time he resides at Smithville, 
in Ritchie County. He is however still vigorous, and 
performs much ministerial service, in connexion with 
the duties laid upon him by the care of a large family 
and the management of extensive farming operations. 

Thus we have traced the history of Thomas McNeil, 
the pioneer of Swago, as exemplified by brief allusions 
to those of his descendants whose names have been 
communicated to us. His name deserves honorable 
recognition for his courage in penetrating the danger- 
recesses of these forest wilds, at the time among the 
most exposed and dangerous points of the Indian 
frontier. He overcame difficulties and encouraged 
others to do the same, and showed how it was done. 
Then when this place came to be too narrow, his sons 
and daughters trained by him were fitted to make the 
best of the opportunities opened up on the Ohio fron¬ 
tier and were ready for them. 


WILLIAM A. GUM. 

The Gum relationship in Pocahontas consists of two 
groups, descendants of Jacob Gum and William A. 
Gum respectively. The group considered in this pa¬ 
per trace their ancestry to Willioin A. Gum, who left 
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Highland County (then Pendleton) in 1831, and locat¬ 
ed on the Redden place near Greenbank, now occupied 
by John Grogg. In 1841, Mr Gum moved to Back 
Alleghany and settled in the woods, and opened up 
lands now in the possession of his sons. 

Mrs Ga n was Elizabeth, daughter of Jamas Higgins 
of Pendleton. They were the parents of one daughter 
and two sons: Margaret Elsie, James Henry, and 
Francis McBryde. 

Margaret was first married to James A. Logan, and 
first settled on a section of the homestead. Her child¬ 
ren were John Commodore, who died in 1861 while 
quite young, and Elizabeth, who became Mrs E. O. 
Moore, and lived on Deer Creek near Greenbank. 

By her second marriage Mrs Logan became Mrs 
Gragg, and lives on Back Mountain near the home¬ 
stead. It is her mother in law, Mrs Zobulon Gragg, 
who is believed to be the oldest person now living in 
the county. 

James II. Gum tisrt mariied Sally Ann, daughter of 
Zebulou Gragg, and settled on a pail of the home¬ 
stead. His second marriage was with Tilda Hoover, 
daughter of Abel Hoover, near Gillespie. He was a 
Confederate soldier, attached to the 62d Regiment of 
mounted infantry, that formed a part of General Im- 
koden's command. 

Francis McBryde Gum first married Elizabeth Peck, 
from Lewis County, and settled on the homestead. 
There were two children by this marriage, James 
Floyd and Virginia Elizabeth, who are living near 
Montgomery City, Missouri. His second marriage was 



characters of Nathaniel Kinnison and Davies Poage 
were considered, the impression prevailed there w’ere 
different wavs in which people could be warm hearted, 
genuine Christains, and so there was mutual respect 
and lovely Christian fellowship. 

For many years Mr Edmiston was a pillar in the M. 
E. Church, and the secret of his influence was his love¬ 
ly Christuin deportment. Nathaniel Kinnison was also 
a pillar in the M. E. Church, but his piety was that de¬ 
veloped in the calm retreat, the silent shade, that seem¬ 
ed to him by God's bounty made for those who wor¬ 
ship God—so suitable for personal prayer and praise 
to the unseen though e\er present one. 

When far advanced in life Mr Edmiston vacated his 
old pleasant home amid the gently rolling lands and 
pleasant groves for a home on Hills Creek, and his 
last days were spent amid the inviting scenes that sur¬ 
round the place where Daniel Peck now lives. 

The writer feels grateful that lie ever knew this good 
old man, even to a slight extent, and may the time 
never come when the presence of persons of like Chris¬ 
tian fervor, generous, liberal, fraternal impulses cease 
to exist, for should such a dire calamity befall the 
county then envy, strife, confusion, and many evil 
works will be tolerated—all in the name too and for 
the sake of religion. 


JOHN YEAGER, SENIOR. 

For well nigh a hundred years the Yeager name has 
been a familiar one. The Reager relationship derive 


hontas and married Elizabeth Grimes, daughter of the 
late Hon John Grimes. 

These few particulars illustrating something of the 
family history of these good people have been laid be¬ 
fore our readers with the assistance of the late Mrs 
Nancy Callison and the venerable James McCollam. 
The writer has some remembrance of these persons 
personally, but not very distinct as to any important 
impressions. 

Mr Ediniston and the late Samuel Davies Poage 
were congenial friends and attached Christian brethren 
though of different persuasions and rather strenuous in 
their respective doctrinal views. This indicated that 
their hearts were imbued with a pious fervor that got 
the better of their mere intellectual doctrinal notions. 
They agreed to disagree, and not mar their Christain 
fellowship with vain wrangling about their respective 
creeds and formalities. 

Mr Edmiston's piety was of the highly emotional, 
demonstrative type, and for years his emotions seemed 
to be the first to kindle and burn with the holy fervor 
that makes religious services so interesting to many 
persons. His Christian character was above reproach, 
and all regarded him as sincere. He was looked up to 
as a master Christian, and had it not been for the 
somewhat counteracting influence exerted by Nathaniel 
Kinnison, a silent, calm Israelite indeed in whom 
there was no guile, the impression might have been 
that no one could expect to be a model Christian like 
Mr Ediniston without his zeal and demonstrative fervor 

Such might have been the impression, but when the 
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of Samuel Beard, who was a brother of Josiah Beard, 
and his home was in Renicks Valley. 

Upon his marriage with Rebecca Walkup, Mr Ed- 
miston settled a few miles south of Hillsboro. Their 
family consisted of one sou, James Edmiston, and 
four daughters, Rebecca, Jennie, Mattie, and Mar¬ 
garet. 

James Edmiston married Margaret Woods, of Nich¬ 
olas County- He settled on Cooks Dry Run, at the 
“Sinks,’' which is now known as the Peter Clark 
place. The names of James Edmistou’s children 
known to the writer were Samuel, William, Christo¬ 
pher, and Rebecca. This daughter Rebecca became 
the wife of Jackson Edmiston, son of Andrew Edmis¬ 
ton, a brother of William Edmiston. 

About 1840 James Edmiston sold his possessions to 
the late Andrew Johnson and migrated to Iowa, where 
many of his descendants now live. 

Rebecca Edmiston became the second wife of Jona¬ 
than Jordan. 

Jennie Edmiston was married to Isaac Hill. Upon 
his decease she and her family removed to the State 
of Iowa. 

Martha Edmiston married George Hill, and settled 
on Hills Creek and spent her life there. 

Margaret, the fourth daughter of William Edmiston, 
was married to George McCoy, moved to Cedar Coun¬ 
ty, Iowa, and were among the first settlers of their 
vicinity, and grew up with the development of that re¬ 
nowned county. William McCoy, their son, could not 
forget the girl he left behind, but returned to Poca- 
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His wife was Elizabeth Barlow, daughter of John 
Barlow. By industry and economy this worthy couple 
opened up a pleasant home in the primitive forest and 
reared their family very respectably indeed. George, 
Samuel, and William Baxter, near Edray, and Mrs 
Mary Moore, near Marl inton, are their surviving 
children. 

For many years William Baxter, Senior, served as 
justice of the peace and member of the Pocahontas 
court. He was a skillful amanuensis, and did a great 
deal of work in that line, framing business papers, as 
articles of agreement, conveyances, deeds, and wills. 
His opinions were much relied upon as to the right or 
wrong of questions that would occasionally arise be¬ 
tween neighbors, and frequently matters were quietly 
adjusted that otherwise might have led to tedious court 
proceedings, and much disagreeable personal animosi¬ 
ties. 

This model citizen was moreover regular and atten¬ 
tive in his attendance upon all religious services with¬ 
in his reach, but did not avow his trust in a personal 
Savior until advanced in life. 

He died September, 1881, aged about 73 years. In 
two or three weeks thereafter his faithful wife also pass¬ 
ed away, thus lovely and pleasant in their lives, and 
in death not long divided. At this day there are many 
to rise up and call them blessed. 
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history so few survive to repeat, sowed in tears, in 
privations, and hardships what we who now live are 
reaping in a joyful harvest. What they sowed in tears 
we the living may reap with grateful joy, if we have 
proper appreciation of what they did and suffered in 
their day and generation. Let us not forget that the 
frugality, industry, and careful attention to duties that 
enabled them to secure this goodly heritage, is all im¬ 
portant for us to observe and imitate in order to keep 
it from slipping away and vanishing from our reach. 

Like busy bees the pioneer people all over ourcoun- 
tp tried to improve every shining hour, and turn to 
some good account every opportunity in sight, no mat¬ 
ter how hard it may have seemed. It has been well 
said that those who look only for easy places, will 
finally round up in the hardest places and have no way 
to get out except by death. 


WILLIAM EDMISTON. 

William Edmiston, in whose memory this biographic 
paper has been prepared, was one of the early settlers 
of the lower Levels. He seems to have been born 
and reared in upper Greenbrier, near Falling Spring, 
and his ancestry came from Augusta County. His 
wife was Rebecca Walkup, from the Falling Spring 
vicinity, where there are families of the name now re¬ 
siding. She was a sister of the late John Walkup, of 
Falling Spring, a greatly respected citizen and exem¬ 
plary Christian man. One of her sisters was the wife 
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Moores wife of the late John Moore near Marlinton; 
Mrs Martha Duncan, wife of Henry Duncan, head of 
Stony ('reek; and Mrs Sarah Duncan, wife of William 
Duncan, near Ed ray, 

Mrs Baxter and three sons, Joseph, John, and 
George, finally located in Braxton County, where she 
died a few years thereafter. John died, too, soon after 
the removal to their new home. Joseph was a Federal 
soldier, and died of wounds in Kanawha County. 
George was a Confederate soldier, and died a prisoner 
of war somewhere in the State of New York. 

From early boyhood William Baxter manifested 
great fondness for reading, and he improved his avail¬ 
able opportunities very studiously. His father owned 
the largest and most select library then in the county, 
and William read most of the books. At an early day 
he began teaching, and was one of the most popular 
teachers of his day. In 1840 he purchased land sold 
for taxes by the late Jacob Arbogast, as commissioner, 
and built up a home on property now owned by his 
son George Baxter, County Surveyor. 

This land was a section of the Philips Survey, dated 
1795, and the papers call for twenty thousaud acres. 
This famous survey began at the McCollam place, ex¬ 
tended beyond Beaver Dam, thence on to Williams 
River, and from there came ont on Elk at the mouth 
of Crooked Fork, thence passed on towards Greenbrier 
River at a point near Verdant Valley, theuce along 
the lines of Drennan, Gay, and others to and up Stony 
Creek near the old Salt well, and thence to the begin¬ 
ning. 
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he has found the explanation to be a disease of the 
nervous system that is so highly infectious as to sweep 
the whole round of humanity at recurring periods. 

John Webb remained in his bachelor homo until he 
became disabled by the infirmities of advanced age. 
Then it was the late Martin Dilley, of revered memory 
took charge of the old veteran; He built a very com¬ 
fortable cabin for his use in the yard near his own 
dwelling, and cared for him until the old soldier 
•‘fought his last battle'’ on the borders of the unseen 
world. This building is standing yet. His grave is 
in the Dilley Grave yard, on the line between the An¬ 
drew Dilley and John Dilley lands. 


WILLIAM BAXTER. 

Among the worthy citizens of our county deserving 
of special mention was William Baxter, near Edray, 
W. Va. He was born on Little Back Creek, in 1808. 
He was the eldest son of Colonel John Baxter, whose 
name appears prominently in the early history of Po- 
cahoutas County. His mother was Mrs Mary Moore 
Baxter, a sister of Joseph Moore of Anthonys Creek. 
She was a very industrious and careful housekeeper, 
and diligently trained her children in habits of indus¬ 
try and economy. 

At an early age his parents moved to Pocahoutas 
County, and resided a good many years at the Sulphur 
Spring. Being the eldest son, he worked hard in as¬ 
sisting to support the family, consisting of four sons 
and three daughters. His sisters were Mrs Jane 
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and Ins children accomplished in opening up abundant 
homes, under difficulties, is truly remarkablo and wor¬ 
thy of special appreciation. He loved to hunt, and on 
one occasion came near being killed bv a panther from 
which he escaped with difficulty. 

Mr Auldridge, owing to his disabled condition, be¬ 
came a school teacher, and pursued that vocation for 
years, and did much good in that Hue. When he died 
at an advanced age several years since, the common 
remark was that one of our best old men had gone 
from us. 


CHRISTOPHER HEROLD. 

Among the prosperous citizens of Pocahontas Coun¬ 
ty in its early development, Christopher Herold de¬ 
serves recognition of a special character. He was of 
pure German parentage—his immediate ancestry came 
from the Fatherland, settling in Pennsylvania, thence 
removing to Virginia. Though he could not read 
English, no one would have suspected it, so well post¬ 
ed he seemed to be in political matters and current 
affairs. His powers of memory were surprising, and 
his business sagacity was equal to any of his contem¬ 
poraries. He was honest and enterprising. He and 
his sons accumulated an immense landed estate on Elk, 
Douthards Creek, and other places, amounting to many 
thousands acres. 

Christopher Herold married Elizabeth Cook, of 
Pendleton County, and soon after their marriage lo¬ 
cated on Back Creek, now known as the Thomas 
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Mention is made of her family in the Grimes memoir. 

A 

James Auldridge was a tailor by occupation, worked 
awhile at Frankford, and then went to Missouri. 

Richard Auldridge, youngest son of William the an¬ 
cestor, married Hannah Smith, daughter of John 
Smith. 

Sarah Auldridge married William McClure, and set¬ 
tled on the Greenbrier River, below Beaver Creek. 
Their children were James, Rachel, Mary, and Bessie. 
Rachel became Mrs Jacob Pyles; Mary, Mrs George 
Overholt, on Swago. Bessie died in her youth. James 
McClure was married three times: First wife, Miss 
McCouib; second, Miss Pyles; and third, Miss Frances 
Adkinson. He lives on the homestead. 

Elizabeth Auldridge married Jacob McNeil, and 
settled in Floyd County, Virginia. 

Nancy Auldridge was married to the late Moore Mc¬ 
Neil. on Swago. 

Thus closes fer the present the chronicles of this 
worthy man’s family. The writer would make men¬ 
tion of the assistance given him by James Auldridge 
and his son George. 

The venerable 1 nr .11 whose history we have been 
tracing—os illustrated by his descendants—was a very 
estimable person. He was an ever busy, industrious, 
and exemplary citizen. His influence was ever for 
sincere piety, strict honesty, and quiet judicious atten¬ 
tion to his own concerns. These same qualities char¬ 
acterize many of his worthy posterity. Early in his 
manhood he was greatly disabled bp a falling tree and 
was seriously crippled for life; and yet the work he 



370 


m*TOR\ OK POCAHONTAS COUNTY 


and lives near Dun more. William Curry went t > Mis¬ 
souri. Mary Curry married Benjamin Arbogast, and 
lives near Greenbank. K nma Curry married William 

•J 

T. McClintie, and lives near Beverly. Bessie married 
J. K. B. Wooddell, and lives in Ritchie County. 

Elizabeth Auldridge married Henry Moore and lives 
near Driftwood. 

Mary Ann Auldridge married William Moore, of 
Elk. One daughter, Ann Moore, survives hei. 

William Auldridge, Junior, married Nancy Kellison 
and settled on the Greenbrier, two miles below the 
mouth of Swago. Their only child, Martha, married 
Geore Hill, son of Abram Hill of Hills Creek. While 
he was in service in 1861 at Valley Mountain he con¬ 
tracted the measles. He came home and his wife took 
down also with the same disease, and the two died 
within a week of each other, leaving a daughter, who 
is now Mrs Robert Shafer. William Auldridge's sec¬ 
ond wife was a Miss Shafer. Her sou, James Edgar 
Auldridge, lives ou the homestead. 

John Auldridge married Rebecca Smith, who is par¬ 
ticularly mention in the memoirs of John Smith, of 
Stony Creek. 

Samuel Auldridge, son of William Auldridge the 
ancestor, married Miriam Barlow and settled at the 
Bridger Notch, finally on Greenbrier River near 
Stamping Creek. His children by the first marriage 
were William, John, and Mary Ann. Mary Ann died 
young. John was a Confederate soldier and was kill¬ 
ed in battle. William lives at Millpoiut. 

Samuel Auldridge's second wife was Susan Grinej. 
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Clove,’ Lick, where he spent most of his working days. 
He then bought of Jacob Arbaugh and Captain Wil- 
lian Young, near Indian Draft, and opened up the 
property now owned by his son, Thomas Auldridge. 
The sons of Thomas Auldridge, Senior, were James, 
William, Thomas, and the daughters were Sarah, Eliz¬ 
abeth, and Mary. 

Ja nes Auldridg *, the eldest son, first married Mary 
AnnBirlow, and settled on land now occupied by 
Nathtu Barlow, and then moved to the home near 
EJray where he n )w resides. His children were Hen¬ 
ry, Miriam, Elizabeth, Molfett, and George. He was 
sadly bsra.ived of his first family by the ravages of dis¬ 
ease, one son George, alone was spared. James' sec¬ 
ond wife was Julia A. Dnncau, a grand daughter of 
Colonel John Baxter. One daughter, Mary, now Mrs 
Lee Carter. George Auldridge, the survivor of the 
first family, married Huldah Cassel, and lives on the 
homestead near Edrav. 

William Auldridge married Elizabeth Moore, and 
settled on a part of the homestead. Their children 
were Milimla, Hanson, and Eliza. 

Thomas Auldridge, Junior, married Catherine Moore 
and lived on the homestead. Two daughter?*, Mrs 
Margaret Hannah, on Bucks Run, and Mrs Ida Mc¬ 
Clure, who lives on a part of the old homestead. 

Sarah Auldridge, daughter of Thomas Auldridge, 
Senior, married the late J. Harvey Curry, near Frost. 
Her life is believed to have been shortened by the ex¬ 
posure and exertion due to the burning of the home 
near Frost. Her son Ellis Curry married Miss Rock, 
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when lie prayed: ‘‘Make me glad according to the 
days wherein thou hast afflicted me and the years 
wherein I have seen evil/' 


WILLIAM AULDRIDGE. 

William Auldridge, Senior, the ancestor and found¬ 
er of the family relationship of that name in our coun¬ 
ty, was a native of England. His mother, who by 
her second marriage became Mrs John Johnson, 
a pioueer of Marl inton, lived to be more than one hun¬ 
dred years of age. His wife was Mary Cochran. Mr 
Auldridge built up a home at the Bridger Notch, and 
it is believed the old barn stood on the spot where one 
of the Bridger boys died. This place is now owned 
by William Auldridge, a grandson. 

. There were six sons and three daughters: Sarah, 
Elizabeth, Nancy, Thomas, William, John, Samuel, 
James, and Richard. 

Thomas Auldridge, the eldest son, when in his 
prime was considered one of the strongest men physi¬ 
cally in West Pocahontas. The first revelation of his 
strength was at a log rolling. The champion of the 
day attempted to take young Auldridge’s handspike— 
which was a fancy article of its kind. The young 
athlete picked up both the champion and the disputed 
handspike and laid them on the log heap, with appar¬ 
ent ease. 

Upon his inurriage with Elizabeth Morrison, daugh¬ 
ter of James Morrison, on Hills Creek, Thomas Auld¬ 
ridge leased lands now owned by John K. Poage near 



